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Progress to date 
Checklists 24,218 

Registered Participants 465 

Atlas squares with data 2,651 

Records 318,624 

Breeding species 275 

Hours of atlassing 14,251 

Point counts 12,204 

Bio-acoustic point 

counts 

3,056 

Hello Atlassers, 
 
We are remiss with releasing this spring newsletter being caught up in 

the busy-ness of making plans to attempt to complete the Atlas as 

planned with a final 2021 field season. Of course, this means we aim to 

complete coverage of priority squares across the southern 14 regions, 

and this seems very possible given the southern effort that we saw in 

2020 when restrictions and challenges of a pandemic were a new consideration and 

adaptations were still to make. This summer, we have plans to fill coverage gaps in several key 

areas in Regions 15 and 16, and we are still adjusting these plans having learned from our  

friends in northern communities of a late ice off, so we are making necessary adjustments to 

timing and logistics. I write this having spent the past week spending lots of time inside owing 

to our first precipitation in an otherwise dry, cool spring. This started southwest of Eastend with 

several inches of wet snow, which after a couple days turned to rain. On the eve of the official 

beginning of the point count season we are hoping for warmer weather now that the moisture 

is in the ground. I look to join the field crews this evening where we will kick off the point count 

season at the Monet pasture adding to the Atlas coverage by overlapping the beginning of a 

new project with the Saskatchewan Stockgrowers Foundation to what we anticipate will be a 

final year for the Atlas. As we look forward to the start of the point count season, we can hope 

for less wind in the forecast! A few days ago while planting tomatoes, peppers and eggplants 

too early, I heard several Tennessee Warblers singing on their short stop over while heading 

into the northern forests. Reports from field crews training near Hudson Bay find that most 

everything one would expect to be here singing is doing so, despite miserably cold and wet 

conditions. Reports from crew members in the southwest were short of birds largely owing to 

poor weather keeping pretty much everyone (birds and people) hunkered down for the better 

part of a week. Now out in the wind we are starting to see evidence of many species beginning 

their breeding attempts. We now look forward to experiencing the burst of life that this spring 

rain/snow will feed.  

We have ambitious plans in the north this summer! By teaming up with our friend at 
the Ya’thi Nene Land and Resources Office we hope to access many remote squares 
along the Athabasca and Tazin Lake basins. If all goes as planned and we close several 
key gaps in the northern regions, 2021 will be the final field season of the 
Saskatchewan Breeding Bird Atlas. Most priority squares in the south are scheduled to 
have point counts completed but nearly all could use more general 
atlassing effort, a result of keen point counters blitzing the priority 
squares. Do remember to submit atlas checklists from wherever your 
spring and summer activities take you! We look forward to hearing 
your stories and learning what interesting birds have turned up in your 
parts of the province.  

Current as of May 27, 2021 

A publication of 

Don’t delay, enter 

your data today! 
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A Common Raven sits on a nest in 

President Murray Park in Saskatoon—AE 

Trent Watts 

Important Project Dates 

28 May  Peak atlassing season and point counts begin. 

7 July  Point count season ends. 

15 August Peak atlassing season ends. 

Year-round  Data entry is open year-round. Data from 

A Common Raven sits on a nest in President 

Murray Park in Saskatoon—AE 

Trent Watts 

About 8 inches of late spring snow interrupted staff training near Eastend May 20 and 

21st. It was a good introduction to the vagaries of Saskatchewan weather.  

LeeAnn Latremouille 
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We are striving to get 12-20 

hours of general atlassing in 

priority squares and non-

priority squares where point 

counts have been complete. 

Use the Coverage Map to see 

which squares need more 

hours; chances are good that 

there is a square near you! 

Use the Atlas Square Resources 

page to view the square 

summary sheet to see which 

species have been detected, 

and which ones would benefit 

from a higher breeding 

evidence code. Make special 

note of any species that are 

underlined indicating they are 

likely to occur in the square but 

have not yet been encountered. 

See page 6 of the newsletter to 

learn more.  

General Atlassing effort is 

welcomed across the province 

as always; every checklist 

counts! 

Remember to enter data 

promptly to avoid duplicating 

effort. 
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More General Atlassing Needed for 2021! 

Your help is needed to turn as many of the yellow 

squares to green and blue! 

https://www.birdscanada.org/birdmon/skatlas/atlaseffortmap.jsp
https://www.birdscanada.org/birdmon/skatlas/findsquare.jsp
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NatureCounts Smartphone App is Live! 
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Offline capability: Use the app offline 

and submit saved checklists when you 

have service or Wi-Fi. 

Location: Use the map to see where you 

are and use the optional record track 

function to record your path. 

 

Visit the Tutorials & Bird ID Videos page 

to watch a video on using the app 

courtesy of our colleagues at the 

Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas office. 

A few notes to get you started: 

Sign in to the app with the same login 

as the Atlas website and select 

Saskatchewan Breeding Bird Atlas. 

The square you are presently in will be 

displayed at the start of the checklist 

and you can change this location by 

clicking “Edit Location”. 

Point counts are still best recorded in a 

notebook, but you can always submit 

through the app if you would like to 

enter the data from the field! 

Check the App Store or Google Play 

periodically to make sure you have the 

most recent version, not all 

smartphones are set up to auto-update! 

 

Entering data on the website is always 

an option, so if you prefer to collect 

data with pen and paper by all means 

continue to do so!  

 

Breeding Evidence: Assign breeding 

evidence codes and check appropriateness 

for each species-code combination. List 

View describes each code in more detail. 

The NatureCounts app is now available for iPhone and 

Android devices; find it on the App Store or Google Play. 

The app is still a work in progress so we recommend that 

you test out the app at home before heading out. You 

may find that it is best to use pen and paper when 

collecting data in the field, then use the mobile app to 

submit your observations once you are home or back at your 

accommodations. That way, you always have a hard copy backup. 

https://sk.birdatlas.ca/tutorials-and-bird-id-videos/
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What Atlas Square am I In? 
There are a few ways for you to know what Atlas Square you are in or plan to be 

in! 

1. Plan Ahead! Use features on the Atlas website before heading out such as the 

Coverage Map, Atlas Square Resources, or visit the Downloadable Maps page to 

get KMZ files which you can view in Google Earth (free).  

2. Handheld GPS Unit set to UTM. If you have a handheld GPS unit set to display 

coordinates in the UTM format. Use the UTM Zone and the 10,000th place digit 

of the coordinates to get most of the square number. In the example on the 

side bar, the atlas square is known to be 13U_ _87. The missing block 

designation can be filled in later by using the tools in Point 1. 

3. Smartphone and Google Earth. Download the Google Earth app onto your 

smartphone and visit the Downloadable Maps page to get KMZ files. You may 

be prompted to open the file directly or you may have to save the files to your 

phone or a cloud service like iCloud or Google Drive, then import the file into 

“My Places” or “Projects” depending on the version you have.  NOTE: You will 

need a data plan. 

4. Smartphone and a GPS app displaying MGRS coordinates. Free apps exist that 

can display the Military Grid Reference System (MGRS), making it quick to see 

which atlas square you are in. This system is based on the same UTM grid used 

for the atlas but also incorporates the  block designations. As in the example in 

the sidebar, use the UTM zone and block designation, along with the first digit 

of the coordinates (same 10,000th place as reading the UTM coordinates on a 

GPS unit).  A few examples of smartphone apps with MGRS readouts include: 

My GPS Coordinates, MGRS & UTM Map, Coordinates - GPS Formatter. NOTE 

you will need a data plan 

5. Use the Nature Counts App! See page 4 of the news letter for details. 

2. Example of how to determine most of 

the atlas square using a handheld GPS 

unit set to display UTM coordinates. In 

this case the square number is  

13U_ _87. 

5 

4. Example of how to read the MGRS 

coordinates to determine the atlas 

square. In this case the atlas square is 

13UCT87. 

https://www.birdscanada.org/birdmon/skatlas/atlaseffortmap.jsp
https://www.birdscanada.org/birdmon/skatlas/findsquare.jsp
https://sk.birdatlas.ca/jsp/pdfdownload.jsp
https://sk.birdatlas.ca/jsp/pdfdownload.jsp
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How to Tell What’s Already Been Surveyed 
For the 2021 season it will be very important to check on what may already be accomplished in an atlas square before heading out 

as many volunteers and staff will be looking to close the remaining gaps. Avoiding the duplication of effort helps to maximize the 

hard work of everyone involved, especially that of our volunteers! There are three easy ways to avoid duplicating 

effort: 

1. Check online to see what’s already been done. The following resources update in real time and are a great 

way to get a handle on current coverage. 

Coverage Map – The coverage map can display hours, 

point counts, and species totals, along with priority 

designations and square assignments. Clicking on a square 

brings up details about the effort in the square and 

clicking on the square number brings you to the Square 

Summary Sheet. NOTE: If a square is marked as 

“assigned” the point counts are done or will be 

completed by the assigned person; you are still 

encouraged to submit general atlassing checklists! 

Atlas Square Resources – Use this page to zoom in on a 

particular square and see on a map which point counts 

have been done. You can also download point count coordinates and open the Square 

Summary Sheet. 

Square Summary Sheet – This sheet lists 

information about the species detected in the 

square and which point counts have been 

completed. The highest breeding evidence code 

for each species is shown along with the percent 

of squares in the region reporting that species. 

Underlined species have been reported in over 

50% of other squares in the region and should be 

searched for in the square. The species lists may 

give clues as to which habitats require more effort. 

2. Contact your Regional Coordinator. Regional Coordinators are 

your go-to source for information about square assignments, 

effort gaps, and point count coverage. It’s a good idea to keep 

them in the loop about where you plan to atlas so they can 

avoid sending someone to the same location. 

3. Enter your data as soon as possible! Many of the resources 

update frequently and are used extensively by atlassers, 

Regional Coordinators, and atlas staff to plan atlassing efforts. 

Make it a habit to enter your data as soon as you can when you 

get home or use the new mobile app. 
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Coverage Map 

Atlas Square Resources 

https://www.birdscanada.org/birdmon/skatlas/atlaseffortmap.jsp
https://www.birdscanada.org/birdmon/skatlas/findsquare.jsp
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Partner Organizations  

7 
Banner photo: Danica Hogan 
Silhouettes based on photos by: May Haga 

Contact us 

306-249-2894 

1-844-369-2894 (toll-free) 

skatlas@birdscanada.org 

sk.birdatlas.ca 

Tax Receipts for Atlassing 

Expenses 
Bird s Canada is able to offer tax receipts 

for donations through a ‘cheque 

exchange’ via cheque, electronic money 

transfer, or credit card. Volunteer 

participants can record their mileage 

and keep receipts for other expenses 

(e.g. food, accommodation), complete 

an application form, and mail it along 

with a cheque to the Atlas Office. 

Applications must be received by 1 

December for the year in which 

expenses occurred. Visit the Atlas Travel 

Support page on the website for the 

new 2020 forms and further details. 

Veuillez contacter le Bureau de l'Atlas si vous souhaitez recevoir ce document en français. 

Supporters 

Fundraising Reminder 

We express our gratitude to our 

supporters as we head into the exciting 

part of the year for the Saskatchewan Breeding Bird Atlas. Without 

the generous contributions of our supporters and volunteers, this 

project would not be possible. 

A Breeding Bird Atlas requires considerable financial and logistical 

support and we greatly appreciate the contributions made by the 

members of both the public and private sector. Fundraising for the 

project is an ongoing effort, and we still need help covering the bills 

to ensure that coverage targets are met, especially in northern 

portions of the province where logistics pose additional challenges. 

Donations of any size by businesses and individuals are welcomed, so 

please consider joining our proud list of supporters today! 

http://sk.birdatlas.ca/atlas-travel-support/
http://sk.birdatlas.ca/atlas-travel-support/

