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Peak Atlassing Season is Here!
May 28th marked the start of peak atlassing season for the third
year of the Saskatchewan Breeding Bird Atlas. Despite our warm weather
in April, much of May was cooler than normal leading to a late spring for
both gardeners and the birds alike, resulting in some late arrivals and
lingering artic migrants in early June.
We enter the third of five atlas summers and many areas remain undersurveyed. Even locations within and near cities and towns are still short
on observations - so be sure to make checklists wherever you can. You
might still be the first person reporting observations from that area!
Check in this issue the repeated segment on “How to Tell What’s Already
Been Done - and What Hasn’t!” to learn how to check on the status of
coverage near you.
Early mornings in late-May and June are some of the best times to get
outside and encounter birds, since this is the time of year when birds are
very vocal as they advertise for mates and defend breeding territories.
Birding in late-June and into July is great for confirming breeding for most
species, so this can be a good time of year to boost those breeding
evidence codes as adults are busily tending to their growing young.

Progress to date
Checklists

11,112

Registered Participants

404

Atlas squares with data

1644

Records

149,840

Breeding species

266

Hours of atlassing

7314

Point counts

5193

Bioacoustic point counts
Current as of June 18, 2019

We hope this project is inspiring you to get outside and explore this
beautiful province. There are so many hidden gems just waiting for you
to explore.
We extend a big THANK YOU to all of our volunteers and supporters for
making this project possible. It cannot be done without your enthusiasm
and dedication.
A publication of
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Bird Identification Workshops
Successfully Fledge!

A Saskatoon audience spends a Friday evening at
an intermediate bird identification workshop.
Kiel Drake

An impressive 71 participants attended part 1 of
the advanced bird identification workshop.
Kiel Drake

Bioacoustics Workshop
Interested in learning more about
bioacoustics and how to process recordings
for the Atlas? We are looking for volunteers
who would be interested in attending a
hands-on workshop to learn how to
annotate 3-minunte dusk recordings made
across the boreal forest. These dusk
recordings detect species which tend to call
less frequently during the typical early
morning point count period, such as owls
and nighthawks, and perhaps some
marshbirds. If you are interested in lending
your ear, contact the Atlas Office.

In March, Atlas staff and volunteers began offering free bird identification
workshops across the province. Our goal was to get more people interested in the
incredible diversity of birds that make Saskatchewan home and to hopefully inspire
participation in the Breeding Bird Atlas as a way to put their skills to use, no matter
the skill level. From Swift Current to La Ronge, a total of 25 workshops were
presented to 910 general public attendees having a wide range of ages in the
audience, and also to some of our Provincial Parks interpretive staff.
We offer the workshops at three levels: beginner, intermediate, and advanced. The
two-hour beginner level workshop focuses on teaching the basics of what to look
for when identifying birds and it provides an overview of the major bird families.
Intermediate level workshops dive into family and species-level identification
techniques and is taught over four two-hour sessions. The advanced level
workshop, taught in two two-hour sessions, introduces the world of bird song,
covering the basics of how to learn bird song and the species commonly
encountered vocalizing during the breeding season. Beginner workshops were
brought to several smaller centres, and the full suite of workshops were test-driven
in Saskatoon and Regina. Next fall and winter we will schedule more workshops in
the major centres and bring the full suite of workshops to more smaller
communities!
It’s been incredibly rewarding experience and a great privilege to see the spark in
the eyes of participants when they “get it”, from differentiating familiar Downy and
Hairy Woodpeckers, to learning to tell similar looking flycatchers apart by sound.
We extend a heartfelt thank you to all who were involved in helping to make the
workshop series a success!

What participants had to say:
“We enjoyed it so much. Your enthusiasm and sharing of knowledge was very inspiring.
There were four of us… and we all commented on how much we enjoyed your slide show
and humour. You really have the knack for getting people excited about birds.” - Deborah
“The session was a good basic overview (and some good reminders).
A woman beside me last night was very new, and she mentioned that
you went slow and your explanations made good sense to her.” - Al
“At 83 years of age, your presentations gave me enough courage to
help with the Saskatoon Nature Society’s Spring Bird Count. It was a
good experience. Thank you for that!” - Janice
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Northern Paddling Adventures for 2019
After much planning, meal prepping, and coordination over the winter, the
Atlas Office is pleased to be leading 7 remote 2019 expeditions! Atlas staff,
seasonal field technicians, and hardy volunteers will paddle roughly 1,000
km worth of rivers and lakes this summer. A boating trip along Lake
Athabasca will cover 100 km of shoreline. These expeditions are scheduled
to last anywhere from 10 to 16 days in remote wilderness portions of the
province, all in pursuit of birds!

Laura Stewart and volunteers Dana Kellett and
Alan Stewart (not pictured) launch on a 10-day trip
down the Wheeler river.
Janine McManus

River and lake systems include the Wheeler River, Mudjatik River, Selwyn
Lake and the Porcupine River, Wollaston Lake, a portion of the Churchill
River, Scott Lake, and a portion of Lake Athabasca. Our partners at
Environment and Climate Change Canada are also undertaking remote
expeditions. The northern portions of the atlas maps will no doubt come
to life after these exciting trips and we look forward to sharing photos,
findings, and insights
in future editions of
the newsletter!

Some of the planned
expedition routes: Selwyn
Lake and Porcupine River
(red), Wollaston Lake
(light blue), Mudjatik
(orange), and Churchill
River (dark blue).

Atlas field technicians practice the art of the soloportaging canoes over 500m stretches in
preparation for the river trips.
Janine McManus

Meet-up in Missinipe as the Wheeler team gets off the river, and the Selwyn and
Mudjatik teams depart. From left to right: Alan Stewart, Dana Kellett, Stéphane
Menu, Enid Cummings, Janine McManus, Laura Stewart, Sara Yeomans.
LeeAnn Latremouille
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How to Tell What’s Already Been Done - and What Hasn’t!
As the Atlases progresses, it becomes increasingly important to check on what may already be accomplished in an atlas square
before heading out. Avoiding the duplication of effort helps to maximize the hard work of everyone involved, especially that of our
volunteers! There are three easy ways to avoid duplicating effort:
1.

Check online to see what’s already been done. The following resources update in real time and are a great
way to get a handle on current coverage.
Coverage Map
Coverage Map – The coverage map can display hours,
point counts, and species totals, along with
priority designations and square assignments.
Clicking on a square brings up details about the
effort in the square and clicking on the square
number brings you to the Square Summary Sheet.
Atlas Square Resources – Use this page to zoom in
on a particular square and see on a map which
point counts have been done. You can also
download point count coordinates and open
the Square Summary Sheet.
Atlas Square Resources
Square Summary Sheet – This sheet lists information
about the species detected in the square and
which point counts have been completed. The
highest breeding evidence code for each species
is shown along with the percent of squares in the
region reporting that species. Underlined species
have been reported in over 50% of other squares
in the region and should be searched for in the
square. The species lists may give clues as to
which habitats require more effort.

2.

Contact your Regional Coordinator. Regional
Coordinators are your go-to source for information
about square assignments, effort gaps, and point count
coverage. It’s a good idea to keep them in the loop about
where you plan to atlas so they can avoid sending
someone to the same location.

3.

Enter your data as soon as possible! Many of the
resources update in real-time and are used extensively
by atlassers, Regional Coordinators, and atlas staff to
plan atlassing efforts. Make it a habit to enter your data
as soon as you can!

Square Summary Sheet
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Tax Receipts for Atlassing
Expenses

Fundraising Reminder

Bird Studies Canada is able to offer tax
receipts for donations through a cheque
exchange. Volunteer participants can
record their mileage and keep receipts
for other expenses (e.g. food,
accommodation),
complete
an
application form, and mail it along with a
cheque to the Atlas Office. Applications
must be received by 1 December for the
year in which expenses occurred. Visit
the Atlas Travel Support page on the
website for forms and further details.

We express our gratitude to our
supporters as we head into the exciting
part of the year for the Saskatchewan Breeding Bird Atlas. Without
the generous contributions of our supporters and volunteers, this
project would not be possible.

Contact us
306-249-2894
1-844-369-2894 (toll-free)
skatlas@birdscanada.org
sk.birdatlas.ca

A Breeding Bird Atlas requires considerable financial and logistical
support and we greatly appreciate the contributions made by the
members of both the public and private sector. Fundraising for the
project is an ongoing effort, and we still need help coving the bills to
ensure that our coverage targets are met, especially in northern
portions of the province where logistics become a major issue.
Donations of any size by businesses and individuals are welcomed, so
please donate and join our proud list of supporters today!

Veuillez contacter le Bureau de l'Atlas si vous souhaitez recevoir ce document en français.

Supporters

Partner Organizations

Banner photo: Danica Hogan
Silhouettes based on photos by: May Haga
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