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The Year of Mentorship
As we head into the third season of data collection for the Saskatchewan
Breeding Bird Atlas, we’re looking to make this the year of mentorship! Our
solid base of dedicated atlassers have contributed an impressive amount of
effort to date, but in order to meet our coverage goals we will need the help of
as many more volunteers. As the old adage states, many hands make light work,
and this is certainly true for an ambitious project such as the Atlas.

Progress to date

With that in mind, we want to challenge each of our volunteers to bring a
friend or budding birder along on an atlassing walk this year. Many of us
consider birding to be a solitary pursuit, but learning a new skill or hobby in
isolation is tough, especially with a challenging hobby such as birding. Often, the
best way to learn a new skill is through the help of a mentor and birding is no
different. It can be difficult to gain confidence without the occasional
confirmation, especially when birds don’t provide ideal viewing opportunities.
You don’t need to be an expert to mentor and the experience of helping
someone along is an opportunity for both parties to learn and grow their
skillsets. Even experienced birders benefit from mentorship, especially when
dealing with unfamiliar species in new habitats.

Checklists

Sharing the experience of birding with a new birdwatcher can also be very
rewarding. When someone’s eyes light up at a bird we have long since stopped
getting excited about, it reminds us of why we got hooked in the first place. It’s
a treat to see someone gain confidence and improve right before your eyes.

Bioacoustic point counts

9116

Registered Participants

344

Atlas squares with data

1491

Records

127,589

Breeding species

263

Hours of atlassing

6254

Point counts

3999

Current as of Mar 12, 2019

Two years into the Atlas there remain many under-surveyed areas of the
province, and what better way to explore an unfamiliar area than with a friend?
If you are part of a naturalist club, whether you meet in person or online, offer
to take someone out for a one-on-one birding walk. Or perhaps you could invite
a friend on a stroll through a nearby park. Bird-filled adventures, great
memories, and interesting encounters are all waiting to be had!
A publication of
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Canoes and Drivers Needed!
Do you have a canoe gathering dust? Consider loaning it to the
Atlas for part of the summer and sending it on an adventure! We
have several remote canoe trips planned for staff and volunteers
in 2019 and are in need of some worthy vessels. We are looking
for touring canoes capable of supporting long, remote expeditions
as well as canoes for shorter paddle trips. Contact the Atlas Office
if you have a canoe to lend to the northern effort.
Fancy a drive to northern Saskatchewan from Saskatoon or Prince
Albert? We may need drivers to assist with picking up volunteers
from northern paddle trips. Contact the Atlas Office for more
details.

Male Sharp-tailed Grouse display at a lek site
—D
Annemieke Watkins

Waiting to be picked up by float plane in northern SK
LeeAnn Latremouille
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Heading into 2019: How to tell what’s already been done
As the Atlases progresses, it becomes increasingly important to check on what may already be accomplished in an atlas square
before heading out. Avoiding the duplication of effort helps to maximize the hard work of everyone involved, especially that of our
volunteers! There are three easy ways to avoid duplicating effort:
1.

Check online to see what’s already been done. The following resources update in real time and are a great
way to get a handle on current coverage.
Coverage Map
Coverage Map – The coverage map can display hours,
point counts, and species totals, along with
priority designations and square assignments.
Clicking on a square brings up details about the
effort in the square and clicking on the square
number brings you to the Square Summary Sheet.
Atlas Square Resources – Use this page to zoom in on
a particular square and see on a map which point
counts have been done. You can also download
point count coordinates and open the Square
Summary Sheet.
Atlas Square Resources
Square Summary Sheet – This sheet lists information
about the species detected in the square and
which point counts have been completed. The
highest breeding evidence code for each species
is shown along with the percent of squares in the
region reporting that species. Underlined species
have been reported in over 50% of other squares
in the region and should be searched for in the
square. The species lists may give clues as to
which habitats require more effort.

2.

Contact your Regional Coordinator. Regional
Coordinators are your go-to source for information
about square assignments, effort gaps, and point count
coverage. It’s a good idea to keep them in the loop about
where you plan to atlas so they can avoid sending
someone to the same location.

3.

Enter your data as soon as possible! Many of the
resources update in real-time and are used extensively
by atlassers, Regional Coordinators, and atlas staff to
plan atlassing efforts. Make it a habit to enter your data
as soon as you can!

Square Summary Sheet
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Bird Identification Workshops
In an effort to introduce birdwatching to a wider audience and to help
current Atlas participants grow their skillset, we are offering a series of
bird identification workshops during winter and spring 2019. Many of
these workshops are delivered with the help of our Regional Coordinators
and project supporters.

Atlassers take in the first Atlas workshop
held in Saskatoon in 2017
Nick Saunders

Beginner workshops focus on getting started with birdwatching and
learning the basics of bird identification. Major bird families are introduced
and participants practice identifying birds using their field guide or
smartphone.
The intermediate workshop series occurs in four parts, covering bird
families commonly encountered in Saskatchewan. We will work through
how to identify various members of each family.
The advanced workshop series teaches birding by ear, opening up the
world of bird songs and calls.
The Upcoming Events page lists the most up-to-date information and
details about upcoming workshops. Please register for the workshops as
space is limited and fills up quickly.
Due to the popularity of these workshops, more dates will be announced.

Keen participants took over the front rows!
Nick Saunders

Bioacoustics Workshop
Interested in learning how to process
bioacoustic recordings for the Atlas? We
are looking for volunteers who would be
interested in attending a hands-on
workshop to learn how to annotate 3min
dusk recordings made across the boreal
forest. These dusk recordings detect
species which tend to call less frequently
during the typical early morning point
count period, such as owls and
nighthawks. If you would be interested
in participating and lending your ear,
contact the Atlas Office.

2019 Workshop Schedule
Saskatoon
Beginner – March 18 (FULL)
Intermediate – Fridays, March 22 – April 12
Advanced (Birding by Ear) – Fridays, May 3 & 10
Regina
Beginner – March 23 (FULL)
Intermediate – Saturdays, March 30 – April 27 (break for Easter)
Advanced (Birding by Ear) – April 4 & 10, May 1 & 8 (FULL)
Preeceville
Atlas workshop – April 17
Battlefords
Beginner and Atlas Workshop – April 24
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Early Birds
Saskatchewan is home to several hardy species which begin courtship and
nesting well before most other breeders have returned from their wintering
grounds. These early birds begin their breeding ahead of the peak breeding
season (which typically runs from May 28 to August 15),
with some species starting to breed as early as February.
Species to Watch For
Sharp-tailed Grouse dancing on a lek or Great Horned
Owls calling in the night are often the birds that come to
mind when one thinks of early nesting species. While
these two species do indeed begin breeding early in the season (late-March
and February, respectively), several other groups are also early breeders
including: raptors (many owls, hawks, eagles, and falcons), corvids (crows,
ravens, jays, magpies), grouse (grouse, partridges, pheasants), crossbills,
pigeons, and larks. Peak breeding dates will vary by species and guidance for
species-specific range of acceptable dates for breeding can be found under
Tools & Resources on sk.birdatlas.ca or by clicking this link.
Collecting Casual Observations
Encountering breeding evidence for early-season species often happens by
chance, so many early-season records fall into the casual observation
category. Submitting a casual observation of a single species is a perfectly
acceptable way to submit early-season breeding records!
Collecting General Atlassing Checklists
If you are out birdwatching outside of the peak breeding season, DO Record
effort (hours) and submit a complete checklist. Recall that atlassing effort
outside the peak breeding season (late-May to mid-August) or atlassing at
night is considered as additional to target hours for an Atlas square (1220hrs), the Atlas summary tools take this into account, listing peak and total
hours for a square.
Record all species observed as you would during the peak breeding season,
remembering not to include breeding evidence codes for
species that are likely to be migrants or are not yet likely
to be breeding - simply leave the breeding evidence code
blank. Consult the Breeding Dates chart for guidance.
Annual weather conditions can affect these dates, so err
on the side of caution if you suspect some species are still
on the move!
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Nocturnal Owl Surveys
The Atlas team has taken on coordination of the
Saskatchewan Nocturnal Owl Survey and the season for
surveys is nearly up on us! We would like to encourage
our atlassers to consider joining the survey, as the data
collected will eventually be incorporated into the Atlas
database. The Nocturnal Owl Survey is a great way to
fight those late-winter doldrums and get excited for the
upcoming atlassing season!
These road-based surveys are conducted once annually
from 15 March to 30 April, on calm nights between a
half hour after sunset and midnight. Routes are 10
stations in length, with stations typically distributed
along the route at intervals of 1.6km (1 mile). At each
station, observers listen carefully for exactly 2 minutes,
recording any owls detected.

Northern Saw-whet Owl
Nick Saunders

Existing owl survey routes are distributed in various
locations across the province and protocols have been
developed to create new routes. Existing routes can be
viewed here, with available routes shown in green.
The SK Nocturnal Owl Survey has its own NatureCounts
portal, where you can register, download guidelines and
survey forms, and enter data. Contact the Atlas Office to
sign up for a route or to discuss the creation of a new
survey route.
Grab a friend, some hot chocolate and cookies, and head
out on a nighttime adventure in search of
owls!

Great Horned Owl
Annemieke Watkins
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Zoom Recorders Available
Point-count surveys are an integral part of a
Breeding Bird Atlas and handheld Zoom
recorders will soon be helping to increase the
point count coverage across the province! With
help from the Baillie Fund, the Atlas Office has
purchased several H2n Zoom recorders to loan
out to interested volunteers. These small tripodmounted recorders are easy to use and have
shown to collect high-quality recordings that
can be listened to and processed into point
counts.

Using the Zoom to do Point Counts

Current point count coverage for the
Saskatchewan Breeding Bird Atlas. Includes
recordings made as part of the bioacoustic effort
which do not yet appear on the website.

Following the instructions for how and when to conduct regular point
counts, simply bring along a tripod-mounted Zoom recorder and make
recordings following the steps outlined on the Bioacoustics Page on the
Atlas website. Then, send the data files back to the Atlas Office where the
recordings will be processed into a point count.

Borrowing a Zoom and Tripod
Contact your Regional Coordinator or the Atlas Office if you are interested
in borrowing a Zoom recorder and tripod. The Zoom recorder must be
mounted to a tripod in order to reduce noises inadvertently made by
handling or remaining too near (e.g. shuffling feet, rubbing clothing).
Conveniently, the Zoom recorder screws onto any standard tripod mount!

Website Updates
We’re pleased to announce that
there have been a few aesthetic
and organizational changes to the
portion of the Saskatchewan Breeding Bird Atlas website hosted on Bird Studies Canada’s NatureCounts portal. This is
the portion of the website where you submit observations, view maps, and look up various summary statistics. These
changes have been implemented across NatureCounts, so if you participate in other projects using this platform you will
notice changes there as well.
The old left-hand menu has been replaced with organized drop-down menus, making it easier to find what you’re looking
for. Font size and style have also been given an update. Issues with the display of the Coverage Map are currently being
addressed, but should you encounter issues with other pages please contact the Atlas Office.
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Atlas Team Biographies
Barry Robinson
Volunteer Regional Coordinator - Region 2
What do you do for a living?
I’m a Wildlife Biologist with the Canadian Wildlife Service, a branch of Environment
and Climate Change Canada
Where are you from?
I grew up in Kamloops, BC, but I’ve lived in Edmonton for the past 10 years
What or who got you into birds?
As an undergraduate, I saw an amazing documentary called ‘Harpy Eagle: Spirit of
the Ceiba Tree’, which made me fall in love with raptors. My interest in all birds
gradually grew from there.
What’s your favourite place to watch birds and why?
In the high Arctic around the northern tip of the Melville Peninsula, Nunavut,
where I spent 5 summers studying Peregrine Falcons for my PhD research. The
explosion of inland and coastal bird life during the brief Arctic summer is an
amazing spectacle that’s hard to beat.
Why is the Atlas important to you?
My mandate at the Canadian Wildlife Service is to monitor long-term population
trends of prairie landbirds. The SK Breeding Bird Atlas will provide valuable data
that will contribute to this important objective.

Allison Henderson
Volunteer Regional Coordinator – Region 12
What do you do for a living?
Wildlife Ecologist with Saskatchewan Ministry of Environment
Where are you from?
Yorkton, SK
What or who got you into birds?
Time spent in Costa Rica during my MSc in entomology there. Amazing birds!
What’s your favourite place to watch birds and why?
In my backyard; it’s a beautiful way to start the day and I enjoy watching my kids
learn that we share our space with other species.
Why is the Atlas important to you?
We need a baseline from which to understand the impact of further developments
on Saskatchewan’s bird communities.
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Social Media Tip

Travel Support

If you are posting to social media,
please remember not to share details
about specific locations of nests, active
colonies, and rare or sensitive species!
This helps to avoid disturbances that
can have negative impacts on the birds
and their breeding success. DO enjoy
your sharing everything else about your
discovery!

Wondering how to support your growing Atlassing
habit? We may be able to help defray some of your
costs! Visit the Atlas Travel Support page on the
website for forms and further details.

Tax Receipts for Atlassing Expenses
Bird Studies Canada is able to offer tax receipts for donations through a cheque
exchange. Volunteer participants can record their mileage and keep receipts for other
expenses (e.g. food, accommodation), complete an application form, and mail it along
with a cheque to the Atlas Office. Applications must be received by 1 December for the
year in which expenses occurred.

We Want to Hear from You!

Contact us

Do you have an atlassing story, thoughts, or
tips that you’d like to share in the next
newsletter? Send your short texts to the Atlas
Office to be considered for inclusion.

306-249-2894
1-844-369-2894 (toll-free)
skatlas@birdscanada.org
sk.birdatlas.ca

Join Our Growing List of Supporters!

A recently fledged House Wren awaits its next
meal—FY
Laura Stewart

The Atlas requires considerable financial and logistical support and we continue
to actively seek support. Donations from businesses and individuals are
welcome. Contact the Atlas Office to make a financial or in-kind contribution.
Financial contributions are tax deductible donations.
Veuillez contacter le Bureau de l'Atlas si vous souhaitez recevoir ce document en français.

Supporters

Partner Organizations

Banner photo: Danica Hogan
Silhouettes based on photos by: May Haga

99

