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Atlas Update
The second season of the Saskatchewan Breeding Bird Atlas has
come to a close, ending almost as soon as it began. While the
breeding season here is brief, it is packed with excitement, the
promise of discovery, and new life taking wing. Now as summer
slowly wanes, we take a breather from the super early morning wake
-ups to look back at the season just past and enjoy the fruits of our
labour. The 2018 breeding season certainly did not disappoint.
Over the spring and summer Atlassers busily scoured the province in search of
breeding birds, doubling from last year the number of squares visited to 1307.
Atlassers dutifully entered their observations as the season progressed making it a
real treat for project administrators to check on the summary stats every day. Still,
data continues to roll in and large datasets from our summer staff and partners are in
the process of being compiled. No doubt, there remains more wonders in the coming
weeks and months! Some exciting finds thus far include two reports of nesting Whitefaced Ibis, the first Mew Gull nest for the project northeast of Stony Rapids, a
vocalizing Least Bittern, and a rare Least Tern near the Montana border.
Thanks to our generous supporters, we had five summer technicians busy
collecting observations across Saskatchewan, from Bengough in the south to Points
North in the north. They braved biting insects, expansive bogs, encounters with angry
beavers, and an 8-day kayaking expedition. Much of this work occurred in really ‘hard
-to-get-to’ places! Since returning from the field, they have been plugging away
entering their data and transcribing recordings made by bioacoustic recorders set out
during winter and throughout the breeding season. While the numbers are still
coming in, summer technicians conducted >500 atlas point counts in 61 Atlas
squares; and together with partners from Environment and Climate Change Canada,
Weyerhaeuser, Tolko, and Orano, bioacoustic recorders were deployed and retrieved
at another point count 370 locations!
We extend a big “Thank you” to all Atlas Volunteers
and Supporters; a project of this scope cannot be
accomplished without help from communities and
businesses throughout the province. We would like to hear
your stories about how the Atlas has inspired you to explore
near or afar!

Progress to date
Checklists

6833

Registered Participants

329

Atlas squares with data

1307

Records

86,940

Breeding species

260

Hours of atlassing

4876

Point counts

2641

Current as of August 20, 2018
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Long-eared Owl family nesting in a yard, adult
above and young at different stages below - FY
Kathleen Gibson

The Atlas field crew birding in Cypress Hills Interprovincial Park
Janine McManus

Social Media Tip
If you are posting to social media, please remember to not share
details about the specific locations of nests, active colonies, and rare
or sensitive species! Too much disturbance can have negative
impacts on the birds and their breeding success. DO enjoy your
sharing everything else about your discovery!
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Atlassing in Late August
The start of fall migration always seems to come just a little too soon to the
prairies. Languid summer days are now punctuated with pulses arctic
breeding shorebirds and hosts of blackbirds flocking in preparation for the
journey to warmer climes. For the Atlas, these events unfortunately signal
the end of the peak atlassing period.
Since many birds are now on the move and no longer defending
breeding territories, the use of Breeding Evidence codes in the possible and
probable categories is inappropriate. Although the peak season is over,
there may still be opportunities to confirm breeding for some species.

Cedar Waxwing nestlings ready to fledge - NY
LeeAnn Latremouille

Late Season Atlassing Tips


Do report records of confirmed
breeding behaviours.



Don’t assign probable or possible
breeding codes at this time, simply
leave the code blank if you are
reporting such observations.



Be careful using code FY, this code is
used for young incapable of sustained
flight which can be difficult to
determine as young gain the ability to
fly greater distances. Remember to
only report the number of breeding
adults, do not count the young!



Incidental observations are the
easiest way to report your confirmed
breeding records in late August.



Complete checklists can still be
reported, just remember that many of
the birds you see should NOT be
assigned a breeding code, simply
leave the code column blank!

Late nesting species as well as birds on
their second clutches may still be raising young
well into late August. Species such as Cedar
Waxwings and American Goldfinches begin
nesting later in the season than other birds, so
spotting recently fledged young is still a
possibility. Likewise, some birds may have nested again after a failed first
attempt and some successful birds will attempt a second or even third
clutch in the same season. In these cases it is possible to observe confirmed
breeding behaviours well into August.
If you do plan to continue your atlassing adventures into late August,
please focus on reporting only those birds observed exhibiting Confirmed
Breeding behaviours, using Breeding Evidence codes such as AE (adult
occupying a nest), NY (nest with young), FS (carrying faecal sac), CF
(carrying food for young), FY (recently fledged or downy young incapable of
sustained flight), or DD (distraction displays). The best way to submit these
observations is as Incidental observations, since most other species
observed can no longer be given breeding codes. If you choose to report
everything you saw, please assign breeding evidence codes only to those
species that you confirm breeding for.
Soon fall migrating warblers, geese, and cranes will grace southern
Saskatchewan with their presence for a brief time. As much as we wish the
breeding season were longer, we look forward to
the spectacle of fall migration!
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Atlas T-Shirts On Sale Now!
Want to show everyone your support for the Saskatchewan
Breeding Bird Atlas? Atlas t-shirts are on sale now at the Nature
Saskatchewan eStore!
This is a limited time print run, so be sure to get your orders in
by September 17th. Orders are expected to ship in October.
T-shirts cost $23 (plus shipping and handling) and range in size
from XS to 2XL. Lager 3XL and 4XL sizes will be available for
$27.50 and $29.50, respectively.
The design features the Atlas logo with the years 2017-2021
printed below on the left chest and four Sharp-tailed Grouse
dancing on the back.
Both unisex crew-neck and ladies’ V-neck are made from an
extra-soft tri-blend knit and both styles come in red, royal blue,
and grey. With so many colours to choose from, you may just
want to buy all three!

Tutorial Videos
Not sure how to navigate the SK Atlas website? Having trouble submitting your observations? Regional Coordinator
Jared Clarke has put together some helpful tutorial videos! You can find the videos on our website under Instructions
and Forms or you can click the images below to watch in your browser.

Navigating the website

Submitting your observations
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Inspiring the Next Generation
Story and photos by Jacquline Roy

In June 2018, Madame Roy’s
grade five class at École W. S.
Hawrylak School in Regina was
treated to an incredible learning
experience with Mr. Chris Harris.
Mr. Harris is both a
passionate atlas coordinator,
and an enthusiastic, dedicated
teacher.
Mr. Harris provided an in-class atlassing and bird breeding and
identification workshop prior to taking the children on a field trip at a local
conversation area.
This area was previously unbeknownst to the large majority of the
children, and they all expressed great enthusiasm at returning on their own
time to share birding and nature information with their family and friends.
Mr. Harris effectively tied the atlas data collection workshop to
Saskatchewan Education Curriculum Outcomes in English Language Arts, Math,
Science, and Social Science.
However, what mattered most was the contagious passion he passed on
to the kids, who have a genuine love and curiosity of nature at this age. All
students were thrilled to contribute meaningful, significant data to a cause
greater than themselves, and be true citizen scientists.
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Workshops
Want to learn the basics of bird
identification and atlassing in an
afternoon or evening? Come to a free
Atlas workshop!
Workshop locations and times will be
posted on the Atlas website’s
Upcoming
Events
page
and
advertised on our Facebook Page.

Request a Workshop Near You!
Want a workshop in your town? Let
us know! We will travel to deliver a
workshop for an audience of 6 or
more.

Travel Support
Wondering how to support your growing Atlassing
habit? We may be able to help defray some of your
costs! Visit the Atlas Travel Support page on the
website for forms and further details.

Remote Travel Grants
Planning a remote Atlassing trip? A limited pool of funds is available to support
volunteer atlassers aiming to complete squares in remote or underpopulated areas.
Applications are assessed on a first-come, first-served basis, so apply early! Priority will
be given to applicants planning to conduct point counts.

Tax Receipts for Atlassing Expenses
Bird Studies Canada is able to offer tax receipts for donations through a cheque
exchange. Volunteer participants can record their mileage and keep receipts for other
expenses (e.g. food, accommodation), complete an application form, and mail it along
with a cheque to the Atlas Office. Applications must be received by 1 December for the
year in which expenses occurred.

We Want to Hear from You!

Contact us

Do you have an atlassing story, thoughts, or
tips that you’d like to share in the next
newsletter? Send your short texts to the Atlas
Office to be considered for inclusion.

306-249-2894
1-844-369-2894 (toll-free)
skatlas@birdscanada.org
sk.birdatlas.ca

Veuillez contacter le Bureau de l'Atlas si vous souhaitez recevoir ce document en français.

Partner Organizations

Supporters
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