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Atlas Update
As winter slowly loosens its grip on the province,
the Atlas Team is busily preparing for the 2018 field
season. Plans are being laid for northern excursions,
Atlas field crews are being assembled, and
workshops have begun. We’re excited to build on
last season’s results and we are looking forward to
engaging with even more birders and wildlife
enthusiasts from across the province!
Over the winter 2017 data continued to trickle in, data review for the
2017 season is nearly complete thanks to the dedication of our Regional
Coordinators. The Atlas workshops format was revamped to help recruit
budding birders by providing instruction on the basics of bird identification and
how even beginners can contribute their observations to the project. Also during
the past winter, Atlas staff and supporters already began the 2018 Atlas season
deploying an impressive 144 autonomous recorders in northern boreal regions,
braving waist-deep snow and extreme cold conditions.
Thanks to generous supporter, we will have three
Atlas field crews dedicated to conducting point counts
and general atlassing in various regions of the province.
One crew will be stationed up around the Wollaston Lake
area, another in the Pasqua-Porcupine hills, and another
with plans to be mobile in the southern regions. We’re
excited for the opportunity this presents to begin to get
some coverage in remote and under-surveyed regions!
A big thank-you to everyone who has contributed their observations thus
far: Let’s keep the momentum going into year two of project! This year, we
encourage everyone who participated last season to take a friend out on an
Atlassing adventure. It’s a great way to tell your friends about the project and it
is the most sure way to get someone hooked on atlassing!

Progress to date
Checklists

3036

Registered Participants

260

Atlas squares with data

720

Records

38,450

Breeding species

250

Hours of atlassing

2419

Point counts

1207

Current as of May 2, 2018
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Mourning Warbler carrying a spider - CF
Sean Fitzgerald

Dr. Kiel Drake presenting at the Saskatchewan Wildlife Federation's 89th Annual Convention

Calling All Photographers
Virginia Rail in suitable nesting habitat - H
Nick Saunders

The Atlas Office is always looking for photos of breeding birds and
people atlassing to share on the website, in newsletters, on social
media, and in presentations. Please consider sending any photos you
would like to share via email, or a file transfer service such as
DropBox, Google Drive, or WeTransfer.
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Early Birds
Saskatchewan is home to several hardy species which begin courtship and
nesting well before most other breeders have returned from their wintering
grounds. These early birds begin their breeding ahead of the peak breeding
season (which typically runs from May 28 to August 15), with some species
starting breeding as early as February.
Species to Watch For
Sharp-tailed Grouse dancing on a lek or Great Horned
Owls calling in the night are often the birds that come to
mind when one thinks of early nesting species. While
these two species do indeed begin breeding early in the season (late-March
and February, respectively), several other groups are also early breeders
including: raptors (many owls, hawks, eagles, and falcons), corvids (crows,
ravens, jays, magpies), grouse (grouse, partridges, pheasants), crossbills,
pigeons, and larks. Peak breeding dates will vary by species and guidance for
species-specific range of acceptable dates for breeding can be found under
Tools & Resources on sk.birdatlas.ca or by clicking this link.
Collecting Casual Observations
Encountering breeding evidence for early-season species often happens by
chance, so many early-season records fall into the casual observation
category. Submitting a casual observation of a single species is a perfectly
acceptable way to submit early-season breeding records!
Collecting General Atlassing Checklists
If you are out birdwatching outside of the peak breeding season, DO Record
effort (hours) and submit a complete checklist. Recall that atlassing effort
outside the peak breeding season (late-May to mid-August) or atlassing at
night is considered as additional to target hours for an Atlas square (1220hrs), the Atlas summary tools take this into account, listing peak and total
hours for a square.
Record all species observed as you would during the peak breeding season,
remembering not to include breeding evidence codes for
species that are likely to be migrants or are not yet likely
to be breeding - simply leave the breeding evidence code
blank. Consult the Breeding Dates chart for guidance.
Annual weather conditions can affect these dates, so err
on the side of caution if you suspect some species are still
on the move!
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Atlas Square Resources
A new feature called “Atlas Square Resources” has been
added to the Atlas website. This page allows you to find
an Atlas square in a variety of ways, either by zooming in
on a map, entering the square number, choosing from
your personal list, or entering coordinates.
Once an Atlas square is located several options
allow you to view the square map, download the point
count locations in a variety of formats, view the square
species list, or see the Square Summary Sheet.
The Square Summary
Sheet provides information
about the number of species
detected,
hours
spent
atlassing, and number of
point counts completed. The
list of species shows which
have been seen in the square
and the percent of squares in
the region where that species
has been detected. If a
species was seen in 50% or
more of surveyed squares in
the region the species name is
underlined, indicating that
the species is likely to occur in
that square.
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Tips and Tricks
Using Backroad Atlases
This handy tip comes to us from Kim
Mann,
who
noticed
that
the
Saskatchewan Back Road Atlas and the
Saskatchewan Backroad Mapbook can be
used to put Atlas squares in a broader
context.
Conveniently, both books make use
of the same 10x10km UTM grid used by
the Saskatchewan Breeding Bird Atlas.
The divisions are marked along the
margins of each map page in meters,
with every 10,000m (10km) indicated by
a line which cuts across the entire map.

The Saskatchewan Back Road Atlas
retails for 19.95$.

The Saskatchewan Backroad
Mapbook retails for 25.95$.

These convenient demarcations
allow atlassers to highlight squares of
interest and quickly note the boundaries
of other squares in the region. This
comes in handy when exploring both
familiar territory and new stomping
grounds.
While the entire Atlas square
identifier number cannot be ascertained
from the map books, the last two digits
of the 7-character Atlas square number
can be determined by noting the
coordinates on the bottom left-hand
corner of the square. The last two digits
correspond to the 10,000m number,
making sure to read the map right and
then up (see example).
We hope this tip helps you locate
Atlas squares in your search for birds
across the Saskatchewan landscape!

Example from the Saskatchewan Backroad Mapbook showing Atlas square
13UCS15. Blue lines highlighted by arrows indicate the 10,000m UTM
divisions. From the coordinates of the bottom left-hand corner of the square
(indicated by the black circle), we know that the last two digits of this Atlas
square number are 15 (310,000mE and 5,650,000mN). Remember to read the
map right (from the x-axis) and then up (from the y-axis) - just as you would
have in math class!
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Supporter Spotlight
Saskatchewan’s far north is a beautiful landscape
dominated by large tracts of forest interspersed by
wetlands, lakes, and river systems. Relative to southern
parts of the province, the northern landscape is sparsely
populated by people and difficult to access for lack of an
extensive road network. Despite these challenges, and just like everywhere else in
the province, the Atlas needs help with reaching the coverage goals. We are happy
to share news of Orano Canada’s support of the SK Atlas, providing financial
support and direct logistical help with achieving atlas coverage in the far north in
2018 .
Recognizing the value of the Atlas, in late
2017 Orano approached the Atlas Office about
collecting data in northern Atlas squares where
Orano operates its McClean Lake Mill. After
some planning meetings, atlas personnel made
two visits to the McClean Lake site this past
February and March to deploy 117 autonomous
recording units in 7 atlas squares. These
recorders are programmed to sample for calling
owls in the early season and will eventually
document the community of breeding birds that
has yet to arrive. Atlas personnel will return in
June-July to retrieve these recorders and move
them to other atlas square while also conducting
some general atlassing.
Orano’s environment personnel were
incredibly helpful with the logistics of getting to
these hard to reach places, all while tolerating
bitter cold temperatures and very deep snow. A
big “thank you” to Dalton, Brett, Jarod, and
Breanne for being great help and company, and
an equally large “thank you” to Orano Canada
for providing snowmobile training, logistic
support, lodging, meals and local expertise. We
look forward to returning to the McClean Lake
area and working with our new atlas
supporters.
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Atlas Team Biographies
Sarah Ludlow
Volunteer Regional Coordinator, Region 12 – Whitesand
What do you do for a living?
I work for the Nature Conservancy of Canada as a Science Coordinator and GIS technician.
Where are you from?
Regina
What or who got you into birds?
My interest began when my family moved to a farm when I was in high school, I wanted to be able
to identify all the plants and animals I saw every day, which included the birds. Once I went to
university and took an ornithology class, I was hooked.
What’s your favourite place to watch birds and why?
I have two favourite places – the first is watching the bird feeder at my parent’s farm. I enjoy watching the birds interact and it is always
interesting to see what species are around. The second is on native prairie. I find native prairie to be a peaceful place and sitting still and
watching the birds adds to that.
Why is the Atlas important to you?
The Atlas is important to me because it is a tool to help protect and conserve birds in Saskatchewan. Baseline data is
critical for successful conservation efforts because a solid understanding of the distribution and abundance of a species is
crucial for determining whether or to what extent that species is experiencing population declines. The Atlas is a great
source of this baseline data. I also think the Atlas is important because it allows everyone who is interested in birds, and
not just scientists, to directly aid in their conservation.

Brett Quiring
Volunteer Regional Coordinator, Region 4 – Souris-Moose Mountain
What do you do for a living?
I work for SaskPower in Information Management.
Where are you from?
Regina
What or who got you into birds?
I got interested watching nature documentaries as kid which led to me watching birds around my
home. I got interested in other subjects (history) as I grew up and returned to birding after I bought a
house near A.E. Wilson Park - a great local birding spot in Regina. I have not looked back.
What’s your favourite place to watch birds and why?
While there are many places I bird regularly, I most enjoy birding in places I have never been before.
You always find new things you didn't expect.
Why is the Atlas important to you?
On a personal level, it has challenged me to further develop my birding skills and has sent me to bird in places I would have never
otherwise gone to. I also like that the birding I would be doing anyway is more useful for science. My sightings can be used to
develop a fuller picture of breeding bird populations across the province. That gives my work a greater sense of purpose.
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Workshops
Want to learn the basics of bird
identification and atlassing in an
afternoon or evening? Come to a free
Atlas workshop!
Workshop locations and times will be
posted on the Atlas website’s
Upcoming
Events
page
and
advertised on our Facebook Page.

Travel Support
Wondering how to support your growing Atlassing
habit? We may be able to help defray some of your
costs! Visit the Atlas Travel Support page on the
website for forms and further details.

Remote Travel Grants
Planning a remote Atlassing trip? A limited pool of funds is available to support
volunteer atlassers aiming to complete squares in remote or underpopulated areas.
Applications are assessed on a first-come, first-served basis, so apply early! Priority will
be given to applicants planning to conduct point counts.

Tax Receipts for Atlassing Expenses
Upcoming Workshops
May 5 - Regina
May 25 - Hudson Bay
May 27 - Yorkton

Bird Studies Canada is able to offer tax receipts for donations through a cheque
exchange. Volunteer participants can record their mileage and keep receipts for other
expenses (e.g. food, accommodation), complete an application form, and mail it along
with a cheque to the Atlas Office. Applications must be received by 1 December for the
year in which expenses occurred.

Workshops coming soon...

We Want to Hear from You!

Contact us

Battlefords

Do you have an atlassing story, thoughts, or
tips that you’d like to share in the next
newsletter? Send your short texts to the Atlas
Office to be considered for inclusion.

306-249-2894
1-844-369-2894 (toll-free)
skatlas@birdscanada.org
sk.birdatlas.ca

Val Marie
Prince Albert
Foam Lake
Your town?

Veuillez contacter le Bureau de l'Atlas si vous souhaitez recevoir ce document en français.

Partner Organizations

Supporters

Banner photo: Danica Hogan
Silhouettes based on photos by: May Haga
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